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M Basic Information of the Kenjinkai

- Date of Establishment: 1918

- President: Alan Yamada

- Place of Activity: Seattle, WA, US.A.
- Members: 60 people
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M Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

Fukushima Club (Kenjinkai) was established in 1918 to provide support for the people who came from Fukushima without
family. The club was restarted after the war in 1950.

Currently, we have about 60 members. Some are 2nd, but most are 3rd and 4th generations.

We have our annual New Year Party every third Sunday in January to catch up on current member’'s news. We also use
this time to introduce the “charm of Fukushima” with current brochures and information about the revitalization after the
earthquake.

As time goes by, there are an increasing number of younger people who do not know much about Fukushima, the
hometown of our ancestors.

We have participated in “the Fukushima Program for North American Kenjinkai Youth” where they experienced the
history and culture of Fukushima Prefecture and the state of revitalization after the earthquake. We are working to develop
future leaders for the Kenjinkai.
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I Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

”»

- Participated in the “Overseas Kenjinkai Summit (1st and 3rd)

- Young members participated in “Fukushima Program for North American Kenjinkai Youths”and learned the progress of
Fukushima'’s revitalization. Then they shared information about Fukushima with the Kenjinkai and other people.

(2017, 2019 fiscal year)

- Had a Fukushima booth at the Aki (Autumn) Matsuri Festival, which attracts 20,000 to 30,000 people. Information on
Fukushima Prefecture was shared.(2013, 2014, 2015 2016)

- Had a Fukushima booth at the Seattle Cherry Blossom Festival. Information on Fukushima Prefecture was shared. (April;,
2013-2019)

- March 2014: The Kenjinkai supported the event, “Act for Japan”.

- July 2015: The Kenjinkai visited the Prefecture on a “Furusato (Hometown) Tour” to learn about Fukushima’s current
situation. Information was shared with others after visiting Japan.

- January 2016: Shared information on Fukushima prefecture at the New Year's party at the Consulate General Official
Residence

- March 2016: Information on Fukushima Prefecture was shared for the crisis management event sponsored by the
Consulate General.

- Japan Fair (formerly Aki Matsuri) held at Meydenbauer Center in July in Bellevue, WA (2017, 2018, 2019)

- Participated in the event at Bellevue College (Japan Week) and information on Fukushima Prefecture was shared. (2017,
2018.2019)
Participated in JET Transitions, Receptions and New Year Parties (2016, 2017, 2018)

- Welcomed a group of students, teachers and chaperones from Fukushima with a dinner

- Welcomed a group of students from Tohoku region to discuss the revitalization with elementary and middle school
students.

- College students from Tohoku shared “festival” with elementary students about Japan.
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[ Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

I commend Fukushima Prefecture for its dedication and perseverance during the reconstruction and restoration in the
aftermath of the devastating earthquake and tsunami ten years ago.

Your Prefecture showed persistence and patience during an unimaginably difficult time of nuclear radiation fears, despair
and desolation.

It is our sincere hope that the future of Fukushima Prefecture will continue to make progress.

Wishing you all the best to remain healthy, well and safe.





