thnEEH%R A S / Hokka Fukushima Nikkeijinkai

NEASEKRER - -0 5B
- BAEFH © 1960 4F 4 1 :
- f{F#H - 4K Wapensky %1
B EROHL 0 7 A ) A ARE

AN TANTHNY YTV Aanm
- RXBE 0N

M Basic Information of the Kenjinkai

- Date of Establishment: April 1960

- President: Eiko Wapensky

- Place of Activity: San Francisco California, US.A.
- Members: 70 people
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M Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

Before the 1960s, other prefectures’ Kenjinkais were established in San Francisco. Emigrants from Fukushima also
established a Kenjinkai in 1960. It now consists of the Ist, 2nd and 3rd generations of emigrants from Japan. We gather
at a New Year's party and special events to promote interactions. In 2009, the Fukushima Program for North American
Kenjinkai Youths was started by Fukushima Prefecture. We have sent young members to learn about Fukushima and have
cultivated individuals willing and able to lead the Kenjinkai into the future.
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I Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

- Participation in the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit (1st, 2nd, and 3rd)

+ Youth members participated in the “Fukushima Program for North American Kenjinkai Youths”, learned about progress
in the revitalization of Fukushima and shared information on Fukushima at Kenjinkai meetings and to people around them
(2014).

- May 2011: The Kenjinkai collected donations for the victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake. The donations were sent
to Fukushima Prefectural Government.

+ July 2011: A participant of the “Youths Program” donated funds collected from people associated with his father’s business
to Fukushima Prefecture.

+ February 2012: The Kenjinkai donated funds collected at the New Year’s gathering to the Association for Supporting
Children in Fukushima.

+ January 2013: Members of the Kenjinkai purchased crafts made by the Iitate Nation Group sold at the Kenjinkai's New
Year’s gathering.

+ May 2013: The Kenjinkai supported a student from Aizu Junior College and others who made a speech at the Wakamatsu
Colony Festival.

+ July 2014: The Kenjinkai supported two high school students from Fukushima invited by an NGO to the Fukushima Kids
California and cooperated by collecting donations.

- The Kenjinkai shared information about Fukushima at the Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival in Japan Town,
San Francisco.. (April 2015, 2018)

- August 2015: The Kenjinkai supported 10 high school students from Fukushima invited to the Fukushima Kids California.

- December 2015: The Kenjinkai shared information about Fukushima at a celebration for the Emperor’s birthday hosted by
the Consulate-General of Japan in San Francisco.

+ March 2016: The Kenjinkai participated in Relief Recovery Rebuild at the Japanese Culture Community Center in San
Francisco and shared information about Fukushima.

- October 2017: The Kenjinkai participated in an event hosted by the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and the
University of Berkeley Center for Japanese Studies where three high school students from Fukushima made a speech.

- June 2018: The Kenjinkai supported a sales booth for Yamatogawa Brewery from Fukushima at the NA SALES
RESTAURANT SHOW.

+ June 2019: The Kenjinkai participated in the Wakamatsu Colony 150th Anniversary event and ran a booth for two days to
share information about Fukushima.

- September 2019: The Kenjinkai supported Igarashi Seimen (a noodle manufacturer) from Fukushima visiting Japanese and
Asian retail stores in the San Francisco Bay Area.

- October 2019: The Kenjinkai participated in the Japanese Culture Festival in Millbrae and shared information about
Fukushima.
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[ Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

Following the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, typhoon No.19 hit Fukushima on October 12, 2019. Both
caused significant damage to the area. Added to this, people around the world have been dealing with COVID-19 since the
end of November 2019, and we are not certain when it will end. Under such circumstances, we feel sorrow thinking of the
obstacles that the people of Fukushima continue to face as they strive for restoration and revitalization. We pray that the
people of Fukushima will never again have to face such overwhelming tragedy. The people of Fukushima are forever in the
hearts of the members of the Hokka Fukushima Nikkeijinkai, and we fervently hope that despite the great pain that we all
feel, we will one day soon be able to smile together.





