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I Basic Information of the Kenjinkai

- Date of Establishment: February 7, 1999
- President: Yukio Hasegawa
- Place of Activity: La Paz, Bolivia

- Members: 16 people
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M Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

The Bolivia Fukushima Kenjinkai was founded in 1999 and will cerebrate its 22nd anniversary in 2021. It
currently has 16 members, all of which are emigrants from Japan and their families. Because the Kenjinkai's
small membership makes it difficult to organize its own activities, it participates in the Japan Festival and
other exhibitions hosted by the Japanese Association of La Paz to highlight and report progress in the
revitalization of Fukushima.

While this year’s activities were unfortunately cancelled due to COVID-19, the Kenjinkai participated in an
exhibition in 2019. The exhibition attracted several thousand visitors and was a great success. We handed
out Akabeko (red cow) key holders and Okiagari Koboshi (self-righting doll) and the 300 visitors that received
the items were very happy. Because the exhibition took place in the evening, the majority of visitors were

high school and university students. There were few elderly people because it was cold in the evening.
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M Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

- 2013: Participation in the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit (1st)

- 2013: The Kenjinkai held a briefing session on the 1st Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit at a hotel in
La Paz.

- April 2015: “A Piano in Storage,” which was shown at the 2nd Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit, was
screened at the grand hall of the Japanese Association of La Paz.

- September 2018: The Kenjinkai ran a Japanese food booth at the Japan Festival at the Japanese Garden in
the Southern District of La Paz jointly hosted by the Japanese Association of La Paz and the Embassy of
Japan in Bolivia.

- The Kenjinkai participated in the Japanese Culture Exhibition hosted by the Japanese Association of La
Paz to highlight Fukushima (2015, 2018, 2019).
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M Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

We learned of the Great East Japan Earthquake on a broadcast of NHK World at 4:30 am on March 11,
2011. While the images of the horrible disaster were scenes that we wanted to forget, we were unable to
get them out of our minds. Of the three prefectures in the Tohoku Region affected by the earthquake,
Fukushima's tragedy was compounded by the radiation released from the nuclear power station accident
and the devastation of its agricultural and marine industries.

Despite facing such overwhelming adversity, everyone affected by the disaster, public officials and private
citizens alike, has impressed us greatly by working so hard to rebuild their lives. And people in Fukushima
made efforts to dispel troublesome harmful rumors caused by invisible radioactivity.

We offer our prayers to the souls of those who lost their lives and our support to the survivors as they
continue to face the affects of the disaster with courage and fortitude.
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